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HISTORY 514 
FIELD COURSE ON THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 
 
 
September 10 Introduction 
 
September 17 The Larger Framework 
 
R.R. Palmer, The Age of the Democratic Revolution (Princeton, 1959), I: 1-24 and skim contents. 
 
J. Godechot, France and the Atlantic Revolution (New York, 1965), 1-27. 
 
September 24 Prologue 
 
Alexis de Toqueville, The Old Regime and the French Revolution (New York, 1955).  Available in the 
Bookstore.    
Or 
Y. Lemoigne, “Population and Provisions in Strasbourg in the Eighteenth Century”. 
And 
L. Trenard, “The Social Crisis in Lyons on the Eve of the French Revolution,” in New Perspectives on the 
French Revolution: Readings in Historical Sociology, edited by Jeffry Kaplow (New York, 1865), pp. 
47-100. 
 
October 1 The Scene 
 
Lefebvre, G., The Coming of the French Revolution (Princeton, 1947).  Available at the Bookstore. 
 
Cobb, Richard, A Second Identity (London, 1969), pp. 84-100. 
 
Alfred Cobban, The Social Interpretation of the French Revolution (Cambridge, 1964), pp. 8-24, 36-67. 
 
George V. Taylor, “Noncapitalist Wealth and the Origins of the French Revolution,” America Historical 
Review, 72 (January 1967): 469-496. 
 
William Doyle, “Was There an Aristocratic Reaction in Pre-Revolutionary France?” Past and Present 57 
(November 1972): 97-122. 
 
Colin Lucas, “Nobles, Bourgeois and the French Revolution,” Past and Present 60 (August 1973): 84-126. 
 
William Doyle, “Reflections on the Classic Interpretation of the French Revolution,” French Historical 
Studies (Fall 1990): 743-748. 
 
Michel Vovelle, “Reflections on the Revisionist Interpretation of the French Revolution,” French 
 Historical Studies (Fall 1990): 749-755. 
 
Colin Lucas, Lynn Hunt, and Donald Sutherland, “Commentaries on the Papers of William Doyle and 
Michel Vovelle,” French Historical Studies 16 (Fall 1990): 756-765. 
 
October 8 The Revolutionaries 
 
Georges Rude, “The Outbreak of the French Revolution,” Past and Present 9 (November 1955): 28-42. 
 
Georges Rude, The Crowd in the French Revolution (Oxford, 1959), chpts. 2-3. 
 
Gwyn A. Williams, Artisans and San-Culottes (New York, 1969), chpts. 2-3. 
 
Albert Soboul, The Parisian Sans-Culottes and the French Revolution (Oxford, 1964), pp. 18-33. 
 
Richard Cobb, The Police and the People: French Popular Protest, 1789-1820 (Oxford, 1970), pp. 61-75. 
 
Michael L. Kennedy, The Jacobin Club of Marseilles, 1790-1794, pp. 149-191. 
 
October 15 The Terror       
 
Pierre Gaxotte, The French Revolution (New York, 1932), pp. 288-317. 
 
Crane Brinton, The Jacobins: An Essay in the New History (New York, 1930), pp. 218-242. 
 
George Lefebvre, The French Revolution from 1793 to 1799 (New York, 1964), pp. 116-125. 
 
Albert Mathiez, The French Revolution (New York, 1956), pp. 383-404. 
 
Colin Lucas, The Structure of the Terror (London, 1973), pp. 296-349. 
 
Richard Cobb, “Some Aspects of the Revolutionary Mentality,” in New Perspectives on the French 
Revolution, edited by Jeffry Kaplow (New York, 1973), pp. 305-337. 
 
William Scott, Terror and Repression in Revolutionary Marseilles (New York, 1973), chpts. 11 and 14. 
 
R.R. Palmer, Twelve Who Ruled (Princeton, 1969), skim.  Available in the Bookstore. 
 
Claude Langlois, “Furet’s Revolution,” French Historical Studies 16 (Fall 1990): 766-776. 
 
David D. Bien, “Francois Furet, the Terror, and 1789,” French Historical Studies 16 (Fall 1990): 777-783. 
 
Donald Sutherland, “An Assessment of the Writings of Francois Furet,” French Historical Studies 16 (Fall 
1990): 777-783. 
 
Francois Furet, “A Commentary,” French Historical Studies 16 (Fall 1990): 792-802. 
 
October 22 The Counter Revolution 
 
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (New York, 1959), pp. 1-9, 35-48, 71-77, 
151-156, 274-281. 
 
Joseph de Maistre, Considerations on France (Montreal, 1974).  Skim. 
 
Jacques Godechot, The Counter-Revolution, Doctrine and Action, 1989-1804, chpts. 4 and 6. 
 
Charles Tilly, The Vendee (Boston, 1964).  Skim. 
 
Donald Sutherland, The Chouans (Oxford, 1982), pp. 1-32 and skim. 
October 29 Revolutionary Political Culture 
 
Mona Ozouf, Festivals and the French Revolution (Cambridge, MA, 1988), pp. 1-12, 126-196, and 262-   
   282. 
 
Lynn Hunt, Politics, Culture, and Class in the French Revolution (Los Angeles, 1984), pp. 19-119. 
 
November 5 The Napoleonic Legacy 
 
Robert B. Holtman, The Napoleonic Revolution (New York: Lippincott, 1967). 
 
November 12 Not So Strange Defeat 
 
Marc Bloch, Strange Defeat (New York: Norton, 1968). 
 
November 19 Paper Presentations 
 
November 26 Travel Day 
 
December 3 Plus ça change? 
 
Laurence Wylie, Village in the Vaucluse (New York: Harper and Row, 1957). 
 
Or 
 
Laurence Wylie, ed. Chanzeaux (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1966). 
 
Or 
 
Eugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1976). 
 
Or 
 
Pierre-Jakez Helias, The Horse of Pride (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1975). 
 
December 12  In Search of Modern France 
 
Dorothy Pickles, The Fifth French Republic (New York: 1966), pp. 3-25. 
 
 
A handy reference work is Ozouf and Furet, A Critical Dictionary of the French Revolution, located in the reference section of the 
Mansfield Library. 
 
 
THE OLD REGIME AND THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 
 
 
Explain Alexis de Tocqueville’s assertion that the revolutionaries “used the debris of the old order for building up the new.” 
 
– Why did the Revolution follow the line of a religious revolution? 
 
– What was the chief permanent achievement of the French Revolution? 
 
– Why and how had Paris mastered France? 
 
– What implicit criticism is he making of contemporary society? 
 
– Why was “the grandiose edifice built up by our king doomed to collapse like a card castle once disturbance arose 
within the social order on which it was based?” 
 
– What does he think of the philosophes and of their role in brining on the Revolution? 
 
– Why did prosperity hasten the outbreak of the Revolution? 
 
– Why were Frenchmen split into small isolated self-regarding groups and what were the consequences of this? 
